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T Name of Property

Iincolnton Commercial Historic District

historic name

other names/site number N/A
5 Tocation | '
_ Roughly bounded by Pine Street, Poplar Street, Church Street,
street & number and West Court Square ‘ N/AL] not for publication
city or town Lincolnton _ ‘ ‘ N/AL] vicinity
state North Carolina code _NC _ county Lincoln code 109 Zip code 28092

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
[] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in"36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
X} meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

UJ nationally statewide locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

< TN _(0f35]0S”
Signature of deftifyitg (Title Date ¢ {

North Carolina | rtment of Cultural Resources
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [].meets [ does notmest the National Register criteria. (D See céntinuation sheet for additional

comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date -

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nafional Park Service Cettification
| hereby certify that the property is:
. [ entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet.

[ determined eligible for the
National Register
] see continuation sheet.
{1 determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[] removed from the National
Register.

[] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keéper Date of Action
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Name of Property

Lincoln County, NC
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private L] building(s)
X public-local X district
(J public-State L] site

L] structure
] object

] public-Federal

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter "N/V if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
62 13 buildings
0 0 sites
0 2 structures
2 1 objects
64 16 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

2

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT/courthouse GOVERNMENT/courthouse

COMMERCE/financial institution COMMERCE/specialty store

COMMERCE/specialty store COMMERCE/business

COMMERCE/department store COMMERCE/professional

COMMERCE/business COMMERCE/restaurant

COMMERCE/professional RELIGION/religious facility

RELIGION/religious facility LANDSCAPE/plaza
VACANT

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

Classical Revival

Commercial Style

ITtalianate

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick

walls Brick
Stone

roof Asphalt

other Stone
Metal

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

Lincoln County, NC
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark 'x' in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad pafterns of
our history.

[J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[J D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

1 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

] B removed from its original location.

[ C a birthplace or grave.

L] D a cemetery.

] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F a commemorative property.

[ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce

Government

Architecture

Period of Significance
ca. 1900 - 1955

Significant Dates
1923

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Salter, James A. - architect (Courthouse)

(see continuation sheet)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, arlicleé, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

] previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark

[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
(] Other State agency
[J Federal agency
[J Local government
[ University
1 Other
Name of repository:
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Name of Property County and State
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property Approx 22
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
14]7 6|53 0] [39]25]25 0] 5 11,7| |4]7 7]0 0 0] [3.9]2 5[1 0 0]
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
|1 7] [4]7 6|8 3 0] |3 9|2 5|5 7 0] 4 11,7] [4]7 6]6 7 0] |3 9|2 419 6 0|

[] sée continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Laura A. W. Phillips, Architectural Historian, consultant for:

nameftitie

organization _City of Lincolnton ' date July 7, 2005

street & number 037 N. Spring Street | telephone 336/727-1968

City or town Winston-Salem state NC Zip code _ 27101

Additicna! Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for hiétoric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographé of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Multiple owners

street & number telephone

City or town ~state_ Zipcode

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct commenits regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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FUNCTION OR USE
Historic Functions

SOCIAL/meeting hall
GOVERNMENT/post office
GOVERNMENT/city hall
GOVERNMENT /fire station
RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater
DOMESTIC/single dwelling
INDUSTRY /manufacturing facility
INDUSTRY /communications facility
HEALTHCARE/medical business
LANDSCAPE/plaza
TRANSPORTATION/rail-related

Current Functions

TRANSPORTATION/pedestrian-rel ated
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DESCRIPTION
Architectural Classification

Moderne
Art Deco
Colonia Reviva

Materials

Walls - Wood
Metal
Stucco
Concrete

Narrative

The Lincolnton Commercial Historic District islocated in Lincolnton, the county seat of Lincoln
County. The city of over 10,300 residents is situated in the center of the county, which liesin North
Carolina s western Piedmont region. The district, on mostly flat terrain, encompasses approximately
twenty-two acres made up of all or part of twelve city blocks comprising Lincolnton’s and Lincoln
County’s historic commercia and governmental center. Of the district’s eighty resources, seventy-five
(ninety-four percent) are buildings, most of which are commercial in origina use and character. The
non-commercial buildings include two government buildings (the county courthouse and a former city
hall and fire station), three church-related buildings, arailroad depot, four industry-related buildings,
and two houses. There are also five small vacant |ots and three parking lots. The sixty-four resources
(eighty percent) that contribute to the historic and architectural character of the district date from ca.
1900 to 1955. Two of the district’s resources—the Lincoln County Courthouse and the First United
Methodist Church—are listed in the National Register, the courthouse in 1979 and the church in 1994.

The Lincolnton Commercia Historic District is arranged with a grid street plan, part of the
origina 1785 town plan that placed the courthouse at the center with four axial streets and secondary
streets running parallel and perpendicular to the four main streets. Most of the district stretches eastward
from the courthouse, with East Main Street being the primary commercial thoroughfare. Paralleling East
Main Street in the district are Pine Street, North Court Square, and East Sycamore Street to the north,
and South Court Square and East Water Street to the south. West Court Square, North Aspen Street, East
Court Square, Academy Street, and Poplar Street lie perpendicular to East Main Street. Therail line of
the Carolinaand North Western Railroad, now awalking trail, lies beneath East Main and East Water
streets near Poplar Street. The district also has a group of narrow alleys that run behind or between



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Lincolnton Commercia Historic District
Section Number 7 Page 3 Lincoln County, North Carolina

buildings providing service access.

As an historic entity, the district is distinguishable from its surroundings. The district’s
cohesiveness does not exist beyond the district boundaries for a variety of reasons, including the
presence of more recent construction, older buildings that have lost their historic integrity through
extensive remodeling, parking lots and vacant land, and residential neighborhoods and other changesin
land use. To varying degrees, al of these factors can be found in al directions outside the district.

Thefocal point, if not the geographic center, of the Lincolnton Commercial Historic District is
the Lincoln County Courthouse and the square on which it stands. The monumental, stone-veneered,
Classical Revival courthouse was built between 1921 and 1923. It addresses all four axial streets: East
Main Street and West Main Street with hexastyle pedimented Doric porticoes and North Aspen Street
and South Aspen Street with much smaller but equally refined Doric porticoes. Courthouse Square
provides not only the setting for the courthouse, but also constitutes the only public green spacein the
district. Lushly landscaped with avariety of trees and scrubs, it has concrete walkways leading to the
four entrances and, typica of courthouse squares, severa stone markers and monuments
commemorating local battles and war veterans. Emphasizing the important position of the courthouse
and square not only in the district but also in the city, vehicular traffic is routed around the squarein a
one-way, counter-clockwise direction along East Court Square, North Court Square, West Court Square,
and South Court Sgquare.

The relationship of the buildings in the district to each other and to the streetsistypical of the
historic commercia centers of North Carolina s towns and cities. The arrangement of the district’s
buildingsis significantly denser than is the building fabric outside the district. Most buildings are
contiguous to each other, and the facades of most abut the sidewalk. The few exceptions consist almost
entirely of the non-commercial buildings in the district. Examples include the courthouse, the Carolina
and North Western Railroad Freight Depot, and the Frank Beal and Karl L. Lawing houses. Although
thisisacommercid historic district, these two houses are within the district boundary and contribute to
the district’s historic and architectura character. Built ca. 1910 and ca. 1905, respectively, the houses
both served as the homes of the owners of adjacent or nearby businesses. While other housesin the
district disappeared in the subsequent few decades to make way for new commercia development, these
two houses remained.

The district has four three-story buildings: the Lincoln County Courthouse and, surrounding it,
the Reinhardt Building at 101 West Court Square, the former Carolina First National Bank at 102 East
Main Street, and the commercial building 119 East Court Square. The remaining district resources are
nearly evenly divided between two-story and one-story buildings, athough thereis some division in the
concentrations of these buildings. Most of the buildings along East Main Street are two storiesin height,
while the mgjority of one-story buildings are located on the district’ s secondary streets, particularly
North Aspen Street, East Water Street, and South Academy Street. Buildings in the district range widely
in width, from the one-bay-wide commercial building at 123 East Main Street to the e even-bay-wide
Lincoln County Courthouse.
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The monumentality of the courthouse is a product not only of its size, but also because—faced
with ashlar stone and with stone classical detailing—it is the only stone building in the district. The
district’s predominant building material is brick. Most buildings are brick on al four elevations.
However, one brick building has a meta -paneled facade, one has a rock-veneered facade, and several
have stuccoed facades. At the same time, brick veneer is used on the facade for several one-story
buildings that are constructed of concrete blocks. A small number of buildingsin the district ignore
brick in favor of other materials. Of these, frame construction is most common. The district’s two
houses are weatherboarded frame, and the freight depot is German-sided frame. Three highly utilitarian
buildings—the roller mill, the seed house, and the blacksmith shop—are al of frame construction but
are sheathed in corrugated metal. Two other buildings are constructed of concrete blocks, but unlike
those with abrick veneered facade, one of these has a stuccoed facade, while the other uses concrete
blocks for the facade as well asfor the other elevations. The district also has alarge, aggregate concrete
and glass building, a modern structure built in the 1970s.

In asense, the district is remarkably consistent in terms of the stylistic treatment of its buildings.
While several architectural styles are clearly represented, for the most part buildings only allude to
recognized styles, which are presented in a simple and understated way. Most decorative detailing—
regardless of the style—is accomplished through brickwork, primarily in cornice, window, and upper
facade treatments. Sometimes building decoration is advanced by the use of stone for window sills,
lintels, and keystones, or by the use of wood or metal for cornices and storefront pilasters.

There are very few stylistically pivota buildingsin the district, and two of these—the Lincoln
County Courthouse and the First United Methodist Church—are aready (1979 and 1994, respectively)
listed individually in the National Register. A third pivotal building isthe Reinhardt Building at 101
West Court Square. All three exhibit sophisticated Classical Revival design. Approximately twenty
percent of buildingsin the district reflect to some extent, if only ahint, classical stylistic influence.
Some examples arethe R. S. Reinhardt Building Il at 103-109 West Court Square, the First National
Bank at 101 E. Main Street, the buildings at 103-105, 107, and 113-115 E. Main Street, and the Central
Candy and Cigar Company at 205-207 South Academy Street. Across Academy Street is the Frank Beal
House, and at 212 East Main Street is the Jonas Building—both reflecting the classically related
Colonia Reviva style.

Although the Classical Revival style has a strong presence in the Lincolnton Commercia
Historic District, the Commercial Style accounts for the largest stylistic representation in the district,
with more than twice as many examples as the Classical Revival. Spanning the first several decades of
the twentieth century, the Commercia Style has arelatively plain, flat appearance that often utilizes
patterned brickwork, shaped parapets, upper facade panels, a sparing use of inset accentsin tile,
concrete, or limestone, and rectangular windows often arranged in groups. Good examples include the
Goodson, Jones, and Hoyle Building at 101 North Court Square, the commercial buildings at 114 and
116-118 East Court Square, and the buildings at 120, 202-210, and 227-233 East Main Street. In the
1940s and 1950s, around ten buildings were erected in the district that were related to the earlier
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Commercia Style, only much more plain, with stripped-down brickwork or other surfaces and either
wood or metal-framed doors and windows. Among examples are the one-story buildings at 208, 209,
210, 215, 217, and 219 South Academy Street.

In addition to the Classical Revival (including the Colonial Revival) and Commercial styles,
three other styles made very brief appearancesin the district. One was the Italianate style, best seenin
the ca. 1905 Wampum Department Stores at 124-132 East Main Street. The other two reflected the
influence of architecture’s modern movement. The 1930-1931 two-story section of the Rhodes and
Corriher Company building hints of the Art Deco style through its use of partial-height brick pilasters
with beveled concrete caps. The 1930s or 1940s remodeling of the storefront of the Childs Block at 107
East Main Street a so reflects the Art Deco style in the form of its glass display windows and sunburst-
designed terrazzo tile entrance floors. The 1949-1950 addition to the Rhodes and Corriher Company
building and the ca.1935 update of the Coca Cola Bottling Company building and its ca. 1950 one-story
front addition exhibit the Moderne style through the streamlined look of curved brick corners.

The district also possesses several buildings with no style. Among these strictly utilitarian
buildings are the Rhodes and Corriher Blacksmith Shop, the Lincoln Ginnery Company Seed House,
and the Banner Roller Mills.

The area constituting the Lincolnton Commercia Historic District developed, for the most part,
in spurts and lulls between ca. 1900 and 1955. Except for the typical modernization of many storefronts
and evolving commercial usage of most buildings, there has been remarkably little change in the
district’s overall appearance since the 1950s. The changes that have occurred fall mostly into the
categories of loss of architectura integrity, erection of new buildings, and loss of other buildings. Only
six buildings have lost their integrity. The most significant cases—because of their prominent locations
and completely covered ca. 1895 and 1910s facades—are the commercia buildings at 102 North Court
Square and 111 East Main Street. Only seven buildings have been erected in the district since the mid
1950s. Of greatest impact is the large, aggregate concrete and glass former Carolina First National Bank
building erected in 1977 at 102 East Main Street across from the courthouse. Nine primary buildings
have been lost to fire or demolition in the last fifty years. Three of the losses—the ca. 1921 monumental
First National Bank and two adjacent ca. 1905 commercial buildings on East Main Street—came with
the construction of the Carolina First National Bank. Another significant loss was the ca. 1815 three-
and-a-half-story brick John Hoke House, later known as the Inverness Hotel, and lastly functioning as a
collection of businesses. Located on North Court Square, it burned in the mid 1970s, and one of the
district’s few parking lots takes its place. Another change in the district has involved achange in land
use. The tracks that carried the Carolinaand North Western Railroad beneath East Main and East Water
streets near Poplar Street from the 1880s to the 1960s were removed in 1998 to create the MarciaH.
Cloninger Rail-Trail, awalking and jogging path.

Despite these changes in appearance since the 1955 end of its period of significance, the district
still conveysin large measure the overall appearance it acquired during the first half of the twentieth
century, to the extent that eighty percent of the district’ s resources contribute to its historic and
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architectural character. Several buildings—particularly along the south side of the 100 block of East
Main Street—have regained their early appearance by the removal in recent years of added metal
facades, while others, such asthe building at 113 West Court Square, have undergone or are undergoing
careful rehabilitation. Additionally, most of the district’s buildings are well-maintained and are in good
condition. For these reasons, the Lincolnton Commercia Historic District retains historic integrity of
location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Inventory List

Thefollowing inventory list provides basic information on al propertiesin the Lincolnton
Commercia Historic District. Included are each property’ s name, current address or location, date or
approximate date of construction and major alterations, contributing or noncontributing status, and a
summary of each property’s physical character and history. Historic names—based on the first known
owner or use of abuilding or on abuilding' s most historically significant owner or use—are used
whenever possible. Parking lots and vacant lots are listed, but are not counted as either contributing or
noncontributing resources. Buildings, sites, structures, or objects that add to the historic associations or
historic architectural qualities for which the district is significant, were present during the district’s
period of significance (ca. 1900-1955), relate to the documented significance of the district, and possess
historic integrity, or that independently meet the Nationa Register criteria are contributing resources.
Buildings, sites, structures, or objects that do not add to the district’s historic associations or historic
architectural qualities for which the district is significant; were not present during the period of
significance; do not relate to the documented significance of the district; and due to alterations,
additions, or other changes no longer possess historic integrity; or that do not independently meet the
National Register criteria are noncontributing resources.

The inventory entries are based on the on-site recording and research conducted by LauraA. W.
Phillips in the spring of 2005. The primary sources of historical information include the Sanborn Map
Company insurance maps for Lincolnton for the years 1885, 1890, 1896, 1902, 1906, 1911, 1921, 1929,
and 1941 and the Lincolnton City Directory for 1957, the first year in which the directory was
published. Also of great help were interviews with several knowledgeable current or former downtown
business owners, numerous published and unpublished documentary photographs, as well as books and
newspaper articles on Lincolnton and Lincoln County. (Construction dates of ca. 1955 for several
buildings are based on the best information available from these sources. In these cases, the only
definitive information is that they do appear in the 1957 City Directory. Thus, it can be inferred that they
had been built at least by 1956 or earlier.) Survey files containing photos, physical information, and
historical datafor district properties are maintained by North Carolind s State Historic Preservation
Officein Raleigh.

Theinventory list is arranged aphabetically by street with the east side of the street listed before
the west side, and the north side listed before the south side. Addresses and the contributing or
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noncontributing status of the district’s resources are keyed to the accompanying district map.

SOUTH ACADEMY STREET (East Side)

Alley

Commercial Building Contributing building
107-111 South Academy Street
ca. 1945

This commercial building is unusual in exhibiting segmental -arched window openings on the second
story of its facade and north elevation that are common in buildings erected in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries but atypical of 1940s buildings. The facade of the ssmple two-story building
also has an unusual brick bond composed of six rows of stretchers and one row of alternating headers
and stretchers. The building retains its two deeply recessed storefronts (111 with a double door) and stair
entrance (107) along with accompanying brick skirts, plate-glass windows, and plate-glass transoms.
Mid-century occupants included Simmons Insurance Agency, Simmons Housing and Mortgage
Company, and Southern Life Insurance Company in 109; Heavner’s Cash Grocery in 111; and attorney
J. R. Friday and Mary’s Beauty Shop on the second floor (107) (Sanborn Map, 1941; 1957 City
Directory).

Commercial Building Contributing building
115-119 South Academy Street
ca. 1915

The two-story brick building is similar to the adjacent 107-111 South Academy Street in its simplicity
and use of segmental-arched window openings, though its sash windows—on front, south side, and
rear—are taler than those of its neighbor. Most of the segmental-arched windows have been covered
with plywood. The four-bay-wide facade has two storefronts: 115, which is three bays wide, and 119,
which is one bay wide. The larger has a recessed center entrance with a double-leaf glass-and-wood-
paneled door flanked by plate-glass windows set on an angle. Two-pane shop windows are on either side
of the center-bay entrance. All transoms have been covered with corrugated vinyl siding. The second
floor of 115 has a projecting metal sign, no longer readable. At the south end of the facade, 119 South
Academy Street also has arecessed central entrance flanked by display windows, but it has been
remodeled with a modern metal-framed glass door, vinyl weatherboarding over the transom area, and
replacement brick skirts with “hinged” corner joints. The south elevation has two altered doorways, one
with a segmental-arched head, and a projecting metal sign, now unreadable. Throughout at |east the
1920s, 115 was used as an auto repair and battery recharging station, and during part of that time, 119



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Lincolnton Commercia Historic District
Section Number 7 Page 8 Lincoln County, North Carolina

was amusic store. The second floor was used as alodge hall. By the mid 1950s, 115 had become the
Lincoln Hardware Company, and 119 had become the Trim Barber Shop, its current use (Sanborn Map,
1911, 1921, 1941; 1957 City Directory).

(Intersection with East Water Street)

Vacant Lot
Southeast corner of South Academy and East Water Streets

A service station built in the 1920s and set diagonally to face the corner occupied this vacant lot. At one
time it was the McGinnis Service Station, and in the mid 1950s Carpenter’ s

Taxi and Queen City Trailways was here (Sanborn Map, 1921, 1929; 1957 City Directory; Leatherman
Interview).

Commercial Building Noncontributing building
203 South Academy Street
ca. 1925

The storefronts of this one-story brick building have replacement doors and windows, and in the late
twentieth century the building was stuccoed. Pilasters divide the building into two storefronts, which in
their remodeled form are slightly recessed so that their origina spacein still understood. Typical of the
1920s, recessed panels carry across the upper facade of each storefront. Once the Red Bird Café, the
building was used as Lawings Cleaners during the mid twentieth century (Sanborn Map, 1921, 1929,
1941, 1957 City Directory; Leatherman Interview).

Central Candy and Cigar Company Contributing building
205-207 South Academy Street
ca 1915

Built in the 1910s, this two-story brick building appears to be largely intact except for its two
storefronts, which have new doors, smaller windows, and have been partly enclosed with brick. A
narrow centra stair entrance with transom leads to the second floor. The stair entrance and flanking
storefronts are divided by plain brick pilasters, and the original molded metal cornice with unusual
rounded brackets above each pilaster still carries across the first story. The second story is five bays
wide, with two one-over-one sash windows on either side of a central window with around-arched
fanlight. Sills and lintels are rough granite, and the round arch of the center window is defined by a
three-layer brick arch with granite keystone and impost stones. Brick-enclosed segmental-arched
windows are on the second story of the side elevations. Early uses of the building included arestaurant,
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ajewelry store, alaundry, and an industria roller covering company. However, the building is most
commonly associated with its use from at least the 1930s through the 1950s as the Central Candy and
Cigar Company, whose trucks delivered wholesale goods to small businesses throughout Lincoln
County (Sanborn Map, 1911, 1921, 1929, 1941; 1957 City Directory; Leatherman Interview; Lincoln
County Heritage, 314).

Lincoln County News Building Contributing building
209 South Academy Street
ca. 1955

The Lincoln County News, Lincolnton’s primary newspaper from 1927 through 1965, was the first
occupant of this mid-twentieth-century commercial building. The one-story, concrete-block building has
aplain brick veneered facade with a central glass and wood door flanked on the north by alarge
rectangular window and on the south by a slightly recessed bricked space otherwise identical to the
window. The south elevation has several service doors and meta-framed industrial casement windows
(Leatherman Interview; 1957 City Directory).

Vacant Lot

The Union Boarding House, built to attract the patronage of travelers stopping at the nearby Carolina
and North Western Railroad Passenger Depot (no longer standing) was located until the 1950s on this
lot—now a broad gravel driveway—and extended south to East Church Street (Sanborn Map, 1921).

Commercial Building Noncontributing building
215 South Academy Street
ca. 1958

Murdock Bakery was an early occupant of this one-story, concrete-block building with brick veneered
facade. The plain facade has a central glass and wood door flanked by two plate-glass store windows.
The skirt beneath the windows is covered with corrugated metal (Leatherman Interview).

Commercial Building Noncontributing building
217 South Academy Street
ca. 1958

Like the other commercia buildings erected in the 1950s on the east side of the 200 block of South
Academy Street, this one-story building has a plain brick facade with a central glass-and-wood door ,
flanking rectangular store windows and a ceramic tile cornice coping. Like the adjacent 219, it hasa
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slightly sloping metal canopy across the front.

Jarrett’sLaundry and Cleaners Contributing building
219 South Academy Street
ca. 1955

For half acentury, Jarrett’s Laundry and Cleaners occupied this one-story, concrete-block building with
brick facade. The asymmetrically arranged facade has an off-center glass-and-wood door with anarrow
transom, flanking shop windows—the northern window being nearly three times longer than the
southern window—a metal awning, and a ceramic-tile cornice coping. A drive-up bay projects from the
south side of the building. It has multiple windows on each of the three sides and widely overhanging
eaves that extend on the south side to provide cover for the cars delivering laundry. Also on the south
side are large metal-barred windows and a double-leaf glass-paned and wood-paneled door. The
company started when C. C. Jarrett bought out Lincoln Dry Cleaners, which was |ocated on the west
side of the street (Leatherman Interview; Harpe, Lincolnton, 55; 1957 City Directory).

SOUTH ACADEMY STREET (West Side)

Alley

Commercial Building Contributing building
116 South Academy Street
ca. 1925

Although the south end of this building may have begun as a one-story structure facing East Water
Street, the two-story building took on its present form in the 1920s. The entire building is currently
listed as 116 and is used by the Good Neighbor Shop, but originally there were four storefronts: 112,
114, 116 and, variously, 118 or 120. An earlier one-story brick building facing East Water Street (and
discussed in that section of the inventory) appears to be an adjunct now to the South Academy Street
building. The common-bond brick building has segmental -arched windows (now covered with vinyl) on
the facade and north and south elevations at second-story height, a simple corbeled cornice across the
facade, and stepped parapets receding from front to rear on either side. Plain brick pilasters divide the
facade into four storefronts: 112 and 114 one bay wide each, 116 three bays wide, and 118/120 two bays
wide. The storefronts of 116 and 118/120 have been almost completely enclosed with metal or wood
sheathing, athough the store window on the East Water Street side of 118/120 remains open. The
storefronts of 112 and 114 are largely intact. Both have deeply recessed entrances—112 with a double-
leaf door and 114 with a boarded-up door—plate-glass transoms and shop windows, and brick skirts
with “hinged” joints. Multi-colored, octagonal, ceramic tiles cover the entrance floor of 112. A variety
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of businesses have used the building. In 1929, 112 was a cleaning and pressing business. By the mid-
1950s, it was the Sain Shoe Repair Shop, 114 was the office of T. J. Wilson, 116 was the First Federal
Savings and Loan Association, and 118/120 was the Mauney Grocery Company (Sanborn Map, 1906,
1911, 1921, 1929; 1957 City Directory).

(Intersection with East Water Street)

Frank Beal House Contributing building
204 South Academy Street
ca. 1910

Theirregular form and multiple gables of this one-and-a-half-story frame house reflect the lingering
influence of the late-nineteenth-century Queen Anne style, but its detailing is of the early-twentieth-
century Colonial Revival style. The weatherboarded house has clipped north and south gable ends,
multiple intersecting pedimented gables and dormers—most with modified Palladian windows. A broad
wraparound porch with Tuscan columns shelters a three-sided projecting bay at the northeast corner as
well asthe central glass-and-wood-paneled entrance with its sidelights and transom. The 1906 Sanborn
Map showsthat “R. F. Beal & Co. Feed & Sale” was located on East Water Street just west of where his
house was soon built. By 1921 that business had become the C. H. Rhodes Sales Stables and | ater,
Rhodes and Corriher (See 124-128 East Water Street). Beal was also in business with C. H. Rhodes. The
two men were in the Standard Oil business during the 1920s, and then in the 1930s had a gas and oil
business that handled Atlantic Oil Company products, including the Atlantic White Flash gasoline,
Atlantic Motor Qil, along with aline of kerosene and anti-freeze. The business operated two tank trucks
and employed four men. Based at a plant on NC 27 between Lincolnton and Midland that had a storage
capacity of 17,600 gallons, the business covered Lincoln County and parts of Gaston and Catawba
counties (Lincoln County News, October 7, 1935; Sanborn Map, 1906, 1921).

Alley

Commercial Building Contributing building
208 South Academy Street
ca. 1942

James Leatherman and his father built this one-story concrete-block building shortly after they built their
own barber shop at 210 South Academy Street. For the next two decades they rented it to the Lincoln
Heating and Air Conditioning Company. The building has a recessed entrance, flanking store windows,
and arecessed panel across the upper facade (Leatherman Interview).
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L eather man Barber Shop Contributing building
210 South Academy Street

1940

This one-story concrete-block building has a stuccoed facade, a center door, and flanking large one-
over-one sash windows. During its entire history, the building has been the L eatherman Barber Shop.
James Leatherman and his father built the building. Earlier, the business was located on Court Square,
beginning in 1915, then moved to the 100 block of East Main Street, and finally moved to its present
location in 1940 (Leatherman Interview; Lincoln Times-News, April 8, 2005).

NORTH ASPEN STREET (East Side)

Commercial Building Noncontributing building
[200 block] North Aspen Street
ca. 1925

The original center front door and flanking windows of the small one-story brick building have been
infilled with brick, although the outline of the openingsis still visible. Originaly a paint shop, it was
later connected internally to the building at 101 North Court Square and continues its association with
that building (Sanborn Map, 1929).

Vacant Lot

Alley

Commercial Building Noncontributing building
210 North Aspen Street
Early 1950s

Odell Harvey, owner of the adjacent Carolina Roller Shop, erected the one-story brick building for

rental property. In the late 1950s it was occupied by Jack Keever Plumbing Company. The roof line of
the building has been altered after the district’s period of significance, as has the storefront. In its present
form, the building has alow hipped roof, a horizontal band of windows on the facade with a metal-
framed glass door at the south end, a plate-glass window and vehicle entrance on the south elevation,
and a pedestrian door and two very small windows on the rear (Harvey Interview; 1957 City Directory).
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Carolina Roller Shop Contributing building
212-214 North Aspen Street
ca. 1940; ca. 1950

Odell Harvey started the Carolina Roller Shop in Maiden in 1935. Three years later he moved the
business to Lincolnton, and in 1950 purchased this building, which is still family owned and operated
under the name of Carolina Roller and Supply, Inc. During the 1950s, Carolina Roller Shop repaired and
recovered rollersfor nearly 150 textile mills within a 100-mile radius of Lincolnton. The one-story
building is brick veneered over long, solid, concrete blocks, visible on the interior. It had been erected
ca. 1940 and most of it was used by Keever’s Body Shop, an auto repair and lacquer spraying business.
The south quarter of the building, 212, was used as a store, identified in the 1957 city directory asthe
Tire Service Company. This section of the building has a metal-framed glass door with a now-enclosed
transom and flanking single-pane wood-frame windows. A single vinyl awning coversal three
openings. When Odell Harvey purchased the building in 1950, he converted avehicular door on the
facade to a pedestrian door, now a metal-framed glass door with a single-light transom. North of the
door are two wood-framed display windows with two-part transoms, each part with afour-light pivot
section. Metal awnings have replaced the original fabric awnings. A long, stuccoed name panel carries
across the upper facade. The north elevation, aong East Pine Street, has a stepped parapet, four
windows with replacement glass, and a door near the rear. The rear has four windows and a door
(Harvey Interview; Sanborn Map, 1929, 1941; 1957 City Directory; LCHA Calendar, 2004).

NORTH ASPEN STREET (West Side)

Alley

Commercial Building Noncontributing building
209 North Aspen Street
ca. 1920; 1950s

The facade of this one-story brick building has been heavily atered. It has awood-framed glass door at
the south end and a pair of plate-glass windows east of the door. A weatherboarded section, probably
vinyl, covers the facade between the door and windows and the roof line. The remainder of the facade,
north of the windows, is sheathed by an expanse of modern Roman brick. The south elevation is
composed of stretcher-bond brick. A concrete-block shed projects from the rear. In 1921 abuilding at
thislocation was labeled as “plumbing.” By 1929 it had become a feed warehouse, which it remained in
1941. Some of the facade remodeling probably took place in the 1950s; by 1957 Lincoln TV and
Appliance Company occupied the building (Sanborn Map, 1911, 1921, 1929, 1941; 1957 City
Directory).
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Commercial Building Contributing building
213 North Aspen Street

ca. 1925; ca. 1940, ca. 1950

This one-story building may originally have been part of an expansion of 209; however, it appears to
have taken on its form as a separate building ca. 1940, with its present appearance probably dating from
ca. 1950. The concrete-block building has a brick facade with two storefronts, though the building is
currently used by a single business. Two replacement doors with narrow transoms are located at the
center of the facade; each has a plate-glass window with abrick sill to its outer side. In 1941 the
building was being used for tire storage, and in 1957 it was occupied by Duke Power Company
(Sanborn Map, 1921, 1929, 1941, 1957 City Dirctory).

McGinnisBrothers Tire Store and Service Station Contributing building
215 North Aspen Street
ca. 1940

From the beginning and throughout much of its history, this one-story brick building was the McGinnis
Brothers Tire Store and Service Station. Currently, a muffler business occupies the building. The
distinctive exterior of the building remains largely unaltered. It is L-shaped, with the main section set
back from North Aspen Street so that there is a concrete-paved areain front for the cars to be serviced.
Originally a gastank was located in this area. The building’s unusual brickwork is designed so that
every eighth row of stretchersis recessed. The projecting wing at the south end of the building has two
windows and adoor; the center section of the facade has a garage door and a six-over-three metal -
framed tilt window with chicken-wire glass; and the north section of the building has a central door
flanked by two windows—all sheltered by a metal awning with a scalloped edge—and a smaller
restroom door at the north end. Each of the facade doors has six glass lights over three horizontal wood
panels, the whol e topped by an eight-light transom. The facade windows are plate glass with sixteen-
light operable transoms. The north e evation, facing West Pine Street, has two small restroom windows,
alarger window, and a garage doorway. Windows also run along the rear (west side) of the building
(Sanborn Map, 1941; 1957 City Directory).

Storage Building Contributing building
[no street number, behind 215 - facing West Pine Street]
ca. 1925

Immediately behind the service station building and separated from it by a concrete ground gutter, is
aplain, one-story, seven-to-one common-bond brick building with alarge (replacement) garage door
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on the front, a replacement door flanked by two windows on the rear, and four windows down either
side. The windows are currently boarded-shut. Initialy, and through at least 1941, this was the
supply and storage building for the telephone company. It later became a storage building associated
with the service station (Sanborn Map, 1921, 1929, 1941).

COURTHOUSE SQUARE

Lin